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Sisters Inside: "Breach Bail, Go to Jail" is a Gross Attack on Queensland Children 

The Queensland Government's latest announcement to expand its so-called Adult Crime, Adult 
Time regime is not a plan for community safety. It is a political decision to imprison more 
children. 

The proposed "Breach Bail, Go to Jail" laws will create a new offence for children accused of 
breaching bail and impose mandatory imprisonment if they are alleged to have committed 
certain offences while on bail. ‘Rather than addressing why children come into contact with the 
criminal legal system, the Government has chosen to deepen their involvement in it,’ said Debbie 
Kilroy, CEO of Sisters Inside. 

‘This is a gross attack on Queensland children. The overwhelming majority of children entering 
the youth legal system have experienced profound trauma, poverty, homelessness, family 
violence, family policing involvement, racism, disability, or unmet mental health needs. 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children continue to bear the brunt of these policies, despite 
decades of evidence showing that punitive responses only deepen the harms created by 
colonisation,’ said Debbie Kilroy. 

‘Every expansion of Adult Crime, Adult Time entrenches Queensland’s criminal legal system as 
one that treats children as disposable,’ said Debbie Kilroy. 

‘The Government continues to speak about children as though they are permanent threats rather 
than children whose lives have been shaped by neglect, racism, exclusion, violence and 
systemic abandonment. Instead of asking why so many children are being criminalised, the 
Government asks only how it can punish them more severely,’ said Debbie Kilroy. 

Mandatory sentencing has repeatedly been shown to undermine judicial independence, produce 
unjust outcomes and increase imprisonment without improving community safety. Creating new 
criminal offences for breaching bail will simply sweep more children into prison for conduct that 
reflects instability, disadvantage and unmet need rather than greater criminality. 

‘The Government claims these reforms are restoring safety. But prisons have never been places 
where children become safer, healthier or less likely to experience future criminalisation. They 
are places where trauma is compounded, education is disrupted, relationships are severed, and 
children are exposed to further violence,’ said Debbie Kilroy.
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Queensland already imprisons children at among the highest rates in Australia. Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander children are imprisoned at catastrophic and internationally condemned 
rates. Yet rather than confronting these realities, the Government continues to pursue policies 
that will inevitably increase the number of children behind bars. 

No child is born wanting to end up in prison. 

‘If the Government genuinely wanted safer communities, it would invest in the conditions that 
prevent harm before it occurs: stable housing, properly funded schools, culturally safe Aboriginal 
community-controlled services, therapeutic supports, income security, disability services, 
family support, and opportunities for young people to thrive. Instead, it continues to invest in 
punishment,’ said Debbie Kilroy. 

‘Children do not become adults because politicians decide to call them one. They remain 
children under international human rights law, under developmental science, and in every 
meaningful sense that should guide public policy,’ said Debbie Kilroy.  

Sisters Inside calls on the Queensland Government to abandon these dangerous proposals and 
commit to evidence-based responses that support children, families and communities rather 
than expanding one of the most punitive youth justice regimes in the country. 

Further quotes attributable to Debbie Kilroy, CEO, Sisters Inside: 

"This Government has declared war on children. Every few months it announces another law 
designed to imprison more young people, as though cages are the answer to poverty, racism, 
trauma and colonial violence. No child has ever been loved into wellbeing through punishment." 

"These laws will overwhelmingly fall on Aboriginal children and children who have already been 
harmed by every institution that was supposed to protect them. Rather than asking what 
happened to these children, the Government keeps asking how much more it can punish them." 

"Queensland is building a youth justice system driven by headlines instead of evidence. 
Mandatory sentencing has never made communities safer. What it does is guarantee more 
children are locked away, further traumatised, and more likely to remain trapped in the criminal 
legal system throughout their lives." 

 
For further comment, please contact Debbie Kilroy on 0419 762 474  
 


