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MEDIA RELEASE: Crisafulli Government’s mandatory jail laws are punishment without 
prevention 

Sisters Inside has condemned the Crisafulli Government’s proposed “Breach Bail, Go to Jail” 
laws as an outrageous expansion of mandatory imprisonment that will condemn children and 
adults to at least 12 months behind bars while doing nothing to prevent harm. 

Under the proposed legislation, a person who commits one of the government’s “Adult Crime, 
Adult Time” offences while on bail could be convicted of an additional offence carrying a 
mandatory minimum sentence of 12 months. This means people may be punished twice for 
the same alleged conduct, while judges and magistrates are stripped of the ability to consider 
individual circumstances. 

Sisters Inside CEO, Debbie Kilroy said the legislation was not a serious community-safety 
response, but another political slogan designed to funnel thousands more people into already 
overcrowded prisons and youth detention centres. 

‘Twelve months in prison is not a slogan. It is twelve months separated from your children, 
your family, your culture and your community. It is the loss of housing, employment, education 
and every fragile support a person may have had. For children, twelve months can alter the 
entire course of their lives,’ Debbie Kilroy said. 

‘David Crisafulli is not preventing harm. He is waiting until after an alleged offence has occurred 
and then imposing another prison sentence. That does not stop anyone from being harmed. It 
simply guarantees that more people will be locked away for longer,’ said Debbie Kilroy. 

The government’s claim that “bail is a privilege, not a right” is a dangerous distortion. Bail exists 
because people awaiting trial have not been found guilty and are entitled to the presumption 
of innocence. It is not a favour bestowed by politicians, nor should it be used as a vehicle for 
electioneering and mass imprisonment. 

Mandatory sentencing replaces justice with automation. It prevents courts from properly 
considering age, disability, coercion, homelessness, family violence, poverty, cultural 
circumstances or the relative seriousness of the conduct. It will fall most heavily on Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people, children in state care, people with disability and those 
already subjected to relentless policing and surveillance.
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‘The government is deliberately taking judgment away from judges,’ Debbie Kilroy said. 

‘A child living with violence, sleeping rough or moving between unstable placements will be 
swept into the same mandatory punishment regime as an adult, with no meaningful 
consideration of what brought them before the court or what might actually prevent further 
harm.’ 

‘Queensland already imprisons Aboriginal children and adults at devastating rates. The 
government knows exactly who will fill the new cells created by these laws.’ 

Sisters Inside rejected the Premier’s degrading claim that the choice is between having “crooks 
in a cell” or in somebody’s lounge room. 

‘People are not ‘crooks’. They are human beings. Many are children who have survived poverty, 
abuse, state care, racism, homelessness and exclusion from education,’ Debbie Kilroy said. 

‘The Premier’s language is designed to strip people of their humanity so the public will accept 
increasingly brutal laws. It is contemptuous of criminalised people and dishonest about what 
produces genuine safety.’ 

Queensland’s prisons are already overcrowded, understaffed and unable to provide consistent 
education, health care or meaningful support. Children are being held in police watch houses 
because detention centres have no available beds. The government’s response is not to 
reconsider its reliance on incarceration, but to create thousands more prisoners. 

‘You cannot imprison your way out of poverty, trauma, homelessness, disability or family 
violence,’ Debbie Kilroy said. 

‘Every dollar poured into new cells is money taken away from housing, education, healing, 
disability support and community-led services, the very things that can prevent harm before it 
happens.’ 

‘Victims deserve more than being used as political cover for laws that will create further 
violence. If this government were serious about preventing victimisation, it would invest in 
keeping people safe before harm occurs, not boast about how many people it can imprison 
afterwards.’ 

Sisters Inside calls on all Queensland parliamentarians to reject the proposed mandatory 
minimum sentence, preserve judicial discretion and demand investment in evidence-based, 
culturally grounded and community-led responses. 

For further comment, please contact Debbie Kilroy on 0419 762 474.  


