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QUEENSLAND’S BAIL CRACKDOWN IS A DECLARATION OF WAR ON CHILDREN, POOR PEOPLE
AND THE PRESUMPTION OF INNOCENCE

Sisters Inside condemns the Crisafulli Government’s proposed bail laws as a calculated attack
on fundamental legal rights and another dangerous escalation in Queensland’s love affair with
imprisonment.

The proposed laws would force children and adults accused (not convicted) of certain offences
to prove why they should be released. They would impose a mandatory minimum of 12
months’ imprisonment for the new offence of committing a prescribed offence while on bail
and further expand the government’s punitive “Adult Crime, Adult Time” regime.

This is not justice. It is imprisonment by accusation.

Sisters Inside CEO, Debbie Kilroy said the government was deliberately dismantling the
presumption of innocence and stripping courts of their ability to consider the individual
circumstances of each case.

‘Bail is not a reward reserved for people the government considers deserving. Bail exists
because an accusation is not a conviction. The Crisafulli Government wants to punish
people first and hold a trial later.’

‘These laws turn the courtroom upside down. The state will make the accusation, but
the accused person will carry the burden of proving they deserve their freedom.’

People held on remand have not been convicted of the offence before the court. Yet they can
lose their homes, employment, income, children, health care and connection to community
before their case is ever determined. Some will later be found not guilty. Others will have their
charges withdrawn. The damage caused by imprisonment cannot then be undone.

The consequences will fall most heavily on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and
adults, criminalised women, people with disability, people experiencing homelessness and
those unable to access legal representation, stable housing or the documents needed to satisfy
a court.

‘The reverse onus does not reverse inequality. It entrenches it. Wealthy people arrive
in court with lawyers, housing and evidence. Poor people arrive with trauma, instability
and an underfunded legal service, and the government calls that a reason to cage
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Sisters Inside is particularly alarmed by the government’s attempt to sell this package as
protection for women experiencing domestic and family violence.

Criminalised women know that police and courts do not reliably distinguish between a person
using violence and a victim-survivor resisting, retaliating against or surviving violence. First
Nations women, women with disability and women subjected to coercive control are routinely
racially targeted as perpetrators.

Including coercive control within an expanded reverse-onus regime does not guarantee
women’s safety. It creates another mechanism capable of imprisoning the very women the
government claims to protect.

‘Do not use women’s safety as political cover for laws that will imprison more women.
A government cannot cage its way out of gendered violence.’

‘If the government were serious about women’s safety, it would fund housing,
specialist services, income security, healing and community-controlled responses.
Instead, it is funding cells and calling that protection.’

Sisters Inside also condemns the Premier’s declaration that his government will not place
significant weight on expert evidence during the parliamentary inquiry.

Inviting public submissions while announcing in advance that informed evidence will be
discounted exposes the committee process as political theatre. Governments do not get to
dismiss lawyers, community-controlled organisations, human rights advocates, service
providers and people with lived prison experience simply because their evidence disrupts a
pre-determined punishment agenda.

‘When a Premier says he will not listen to expertise, he is not displaying strength. He is
admitting that the evidence does not support what he has already decided to do.’

‘You cannot call it consultation when the government has blocked its ears before the
community begins speaking.’

Mandatory imprisonment does not prevent an alleged offence that has already occurred. It
does nothing to address homelessness, poverty, family violence, disability, disengagement
from education or the removal of children from their families. It simply guarantees that more
people will be imprisoned after harm is alleged, while multiplying the conditions that produce
further harm.

Queensland’s prisons and police watch houses are already sites of profound violence. Children
have been held for extended periods in adult watch houses, and the government is now
advancing laws certain to place even more children and adults into those conditions.
Suggestions that 17-year-olds could again be sent to adult prisons represent an especially
shameful regression.
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‘Sending children into adult prisons is not community safety. It is state violence against
children.’

‘The government knows exactly what happens inside prisons and watch houses. If it
forces more children into those places, the resulting harm will not be unintended, it
will be government policy.’

Sisters Inside calls on the Queensland Government to:

e withdraw the reverse-onus expansion and mandatory minimum sentence;

e rule out imprisoning 17-year-olds in adult prisons;

e preserve judicial discretion and the presumption of innocence;

e guarantee a genuine parliamentary inquiry that gives proper weight to expert,
community-controlled and lived-experience evidence;

e publish detailed modelling of the laws’ expected impact on remand numbers, women,
children and First Nations communities; and

e redirect public funds from imprisonment into housing, health care, culturally safe
services, education and community-led responses to harm.

‘The LNP keeps promising safety and delivering prison cells. Queensland does not become
safer by abandoning children, criminalising poverty and imprisoning people who have

never been convicted.’

‘A government that must destroy the presumption of innocence to appear tough has
nothing to offer Queensland except fear, punishment and more state violence.’

All Quotes attributable to Debbie Kilroy, CEO of Sisters Inside

For further comment, please contact Debbie Kilroy on 0419 762 474.
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