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27 August 2026
MEDIA RELEASE
$730 MILLION FOR 200 PRISON CELLS: STOP SELLING CAGES AS AN ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY

Sisters Inside condemns the Queensland Government’s staggering $730 million expansion of
Townsville Correctional Centre. This expansion is being sanitised as a “capacity uplift” and
promoted to the community as an economic opportunity.

Let us call it what it is: Queensland is spending almost three-quarters of a billion dollars to build
more cages.

The project will add 200 cells containing 400 beds. Divide the announced $730 million project
value by 200 cells and the figure is extraordinary:

$3.65 million per cell.
Even calculated across 400 beds, that is $1.825 million per prison bed.

‘Three-point-six-five million dollars per cell. What the hell are we doing? Queensland is
pouring fortunes into cages while women and children cannot find a safe place to
sleep,” Sisters Inside CEO, Debbie Kilroy said.

‘Imagine what $730 million could build if the government valued homes more than
prisons, care more than punishment and human lives more than corporate prison
contracts.’

Calling this a “capacity uplift” is bureaucratic spin designed to conceal the violence and scale
of the decision. It is not an uplift for the people who will be locked into doubled-up cells. It is
not an uplift for the families separated by imprisonment. It is not an uplift for First Nations
communities already subjected to catastrophic levels of criminalisation.

It is an uplift in the state’s capacity to cage people.

‘Do not dress a prison expansion up in the language of progress. There is nothing
uplifting about spending $730 million to imprison more human beings.’

Sisters Inside also rejects the cynical marketing of prison construction as a jobs and training
opportunity for Townsville.
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Regional communities deserve lasting investment in housing, health care, education,
transport, community-controlled services and secure employment that does not depend upon
the continued imprisonment of other people.

A prison economy requires a constant supply of prisoners to justify its existence. Once
governments position incarceration as a source of jobs and commercial opportunity,
communities become economically tied to keeping prison beds full.

‘Stop selling prisons to regional communities as economic development. Townsville
deserves investment that helps its people live, not an economy built around taking
people’s freedom.’

‘If the government’s plan for regional prosperity depends on filling 400 new prison
beds, that is not community development. It is an industry built on human captivity.’

The project will reportedly deliver approximately $730 million in revenue to CPB Contractors.
That fact must be placed at the centre of this announcement. Public money is flowing into a
major corporation to expand Queensland’s machinery of imprisonment while frontline
community organisations fight for scraps to keep women housed, fed, connected to their
children and alive.

The Queensland Audit Office recently found that Queensland Corrective Services does not
effectively plan for or facilitate rehabilitation and re-entry. Fewer than half of the people who
left custody in 2024-25 received pre-release support. People routinely leave prison without
secure housing, adequate income, identification, health care or the support required to rebuild
their lives.

Yet when the prison system is exposed as overcrowded and unable to provide even basic
reintegration support, the government’s answer is not to imprison fewer people. It is to hand
over another S730 million to build more cells.

‘Queensland can find $730 million for prison construction, but women still walk out of
prison into homelessness. That is not a shortage of money. Itis a political decision about
whose lives matter.’

‘The government is funding the revolving prison door at both ends: criminalising people
through poverty and homelessness, then spending millions to build the cells that will
hold them.’

More prison beds do not address the conditions that funnel people into prison. They do not
provide safe housing to women escaping violence. They do not return children to their families.
They do not fund Aboriginal community-controlled healing. They do not make health care,

disability support or education more accessible.

New prisons create new capacity, and new capacity creates political pressure to fill it.
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Queensland has repeatedly expanded its prison estate while introducing harsher bail laws,
longer sentences, mandatory imprisonment and the adult sentencing of children. The
government is not passively responding to prison overcrowding. Its own policies are
manufacturing it.

‘The government creates overcrowding through harsher laws and mass remand, then
uses that overcrowding to justify another prison. It is an endless, deliberate cycle, and
corporations are paid handsomely at every turn.’

The government claims the expansion will “restore safety”. But safety cannot be measured by
the number of beds behind razor wire. Locking more people away while refusing to address
poverty, housing insecurity, family violence and unmet health needs does not create safety. It
postpones harm, compounds it and eventually releases people back into the same conditions,
often with even fewer resources than before.

Sisters Inside calls on the Queensland Government to:

e publicly disclose the full business case, cost breakdown and projected operating costs
of the expansion;

e explain how a $730 million project for 200 cells represents value for Queenslanders;

e stop presenting prison construction as regional economic development;

e abandon laws and policies driving the rapid growth of imprisonment and remand;

o fund independent, culturally safe services for people leaving prison;

e guarantee safe housing and comprehensive reintegration support for every person
released from custody; and

o redirect investment into housing, health care, education and Aboriginal community-
controlled responses that prevent harm and keep families together.

‘Queenslanders should be furious. Three-quarters of a billion dollars is being used to
expand human suffering and corporate revenue when it could transform the material

conditions that keep people safe.’

‘Queensland does not need a ‘capacity uplift’. It needs the political courage to stop locking
so many people up.’

For further comment, please contact Debbie Kilroy on 0419 762 474.
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