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MEDIA RELEASE

Our bodies are not the property of the state: Sisters Inside backs Bill to end strip searching of
children

Sisters Inside is honoured to be working alongside Senator Lidia Thorpe and her team in
support of the Crimes Amendment (Prohibiting the Strip Searching of Children) Bill 2026.

The Bill represents an important step towards ending a practice that should never have been
permitted: the forced removal of a child’s clothing by agents of the state.

For more than three decades, Sisters Inside has campaigned for the abolition of strip searching.
Every day, we walk alongside women and girls who have been subjected to this state-
sanctioned sexual violence in prisons, watch houses, police custody, immigration detention
and children’s prisons.

Sisters Inside CEO, Debbie Kilroy said strip searching could not be made safe, respectful or
trauma-informed.

“Strip searching is sexual violence by the state. When a child is ordered to remove their
clothing, expose their body, squat, bend or submit to visual inspection under threat of
force or punishment, that is not a routine search. It is a profound violation of their body,
dignity and autonomy.”

“Governments have hidden this violence behind institutional language for decades.
They call it a procedure, a security measure or an operational necessity. But changing
the language does not change what is being done to children.”

Strip searching is especially devastating for children who have already experienced sexual
abuse, family violence, removal from family, homelessness and institutionalisation. Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander children are exposed disproportionately because they are heavily
targeted, policed, detained and imprisoned.

“The state does not protect children by reproducing the violence many of them have
already survived,” Debbie Kilroy said.

“There can be no safeguard that makes the forced exposure of a child’s body
acceptable. The only meaningful protection is an absolute prohibition.”
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Sisters Inside welcomes Senator Thorpe’s leadership in bringing the Bill before Parliament and
is proud to contribute its decades of advocacy, frontline experience and knowledge from
women and girls who have survived strip searching.

Report

Sisters Inside and the National Network of Incarcerated and Formerly Incarcerated Women
and Girls will shortly release their joint report:

Our Bodies Are Not the Property of the State: The Case for an Absolute Prohibition on the Strip
Searching of Children.

The report centres the knowledge of children who have aged out of the system but were
subjected to strip searching. The report exposes the practice as institutionalised sexual
violence, not an unfortunate side effect of imprisonment, but a deliberate exercise of state
power over criminalised bodies.

Public urged to make submissions

The Senate Legal and Constitutional Affairs Legislation Committee is currently accepting
submissions on the Bill. Submissions close on 14 September 2026.

Sisters Inside urges individuals, organisations, advocates, health professionals, lawyers,
academics and community groups to make submissions calling for an absolute abolition on the
strip searching of every child, in all places.

Sisters Inside is also available to support community members, particularly people directly
affected by strip searching and criminalisation, who would like assistance preparing a
submission.

“Children should not need to prove that a strip search traumatised them before
governments agree it was wrong,” Debbie Kilroy said.

“Their bodies are not evidence lockers. Their dignity is not conditional. Their bodies are
not the property of police, prisons or the state. Parliament must end this violence.”

Information about the inquiry and making a submission is available through the Senate Legal
and Constitutional Affairs Legislation Committee.

Media interviews:
Debbie Kilroy OAM, CEO of Sisters Inside, is available for interview regarding this matter, or the
soon to be released report.

For further comment, please contact Debbie Kilroy on 0419 762 474.
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